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Philosophical Theories on Childhood
[bookmark: _GoBack]Childhood has come to be recognized as an area of inquiry with a multitude of philosophical studies. Childhood philosophy is interested in notions and theories about childhood changing conceptions historically and culturally, theories about cognitive and moral development, children and autonomy, moral status of children, and children placement in society (Mathews & Mullin, 2018). 
John Locke was a British philosopher who theorized that the human mind at birth is white paper free from all characters, without any ideas (Archard, 2014). This makes children most vulnerable to bad health and moral influence but most open to understanding and experience. He asserts the significance of a healthy body for growth of a healthy mind. He preserves the notion that children should be exposed to hardships in preparations for the severity of life’s turns. Locke discourages against punishments and rewards as forms of punishments and motivation and maintains that they should not be warned off bad habits until they actually commit one. Physical punishment should only be inculcated in sparks of rebellion or obstinacy. Locke insists on homeschooling or use of a tutor to maintain their temperaments (individuality) (Gray & MacBlain, 2015). He challenges the parents to invite interesting people to curb the feeling of isolation and maintains the virtue of self-denial; practice restraint and willpower on children rather than indulging them.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau as a philosopher exposes the Genevan thinker philosophy on education.  Rousseau believed that people are born being inherently good but are corrupted by society mostly in the city so he preferred a rural setting for child education. He emphasized the need for expression to provide a well-balanced, free-thinking child fully charged with happiness, spontaneity and inquisitiveness. He believed that children who are allowed to develop naturally without constraints will develop towards their fullest potential, both educationally and morally (Rousseau, 2018).  This natural development should be child-centered and focused on the needs and experiences of the child at each stage of development.  As a result of his educational viewpoint, early childhood education emerged as a child-centered entity rich in unlimited, sensory-driven, practical experiences. He firmly believed that nature is kind but man is not and he felt that right and wrong should be taught by experiencing the gravity of the actions firsthand rather than physical punishment.
Ontogeny refers to the study of the entirety of an organism’s life span from fertilization to maturity. Phylogeny theory describes the relation organisms have to one another through evolutionary time (Clune, Pennock, Ofria, & Lenski, 2014). The theory that ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny suggest that both biological evolution and the staged in a child’s cognitive development follow the same progress of evolutionary stages. These theory claims that embryo do reflect the course of evolution but not limited biogenetically. Herbert Spencer claims that there is an order that the human race has mastered its various kind of knowledge, and thus every child has acquired an aptitude to acquire these kinds of knowledge in the same order. 
Anthony Ashley Cooper was the Lord of Shaftesbury described the means in which little children drew heavy carts by use of girdle and chain. The child is on all fours with the girdle bound to its waist, and a chain attached to it to drag the cart which seems severe labor. He introduced an act that prohibited children under the age of eighteen to work for more than ten hours a day, or eight hours on Saturday in cotton and woolen industries, and no one under the age of 25 would work on night shifts, with the spare time meant to take them to schools (Spurr, 2016). He outlawed the employment of women and children in underground coal mines, and the employment of boys as chimney sweeps. He promoted learning through ragged schools which were meant for poor children and sprang up from volunteers. 
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